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£2 million boost for Wirral’s woodlands
The Northwest Regional Development Agency (NWDA) and its partners announced today (Wednesday, April 12) that in response to the regeneration needs of Merseyside, Bidston Moss in Birkenhead is to receive more than two million pounds of investment, to re-develop and manage it as a new public recreation facility and community woodland.

The 40-hectare site has been selected and approved for regeneration under the ‘Newlands’ project, which is billed as ‘land regeneration for the 21st Century’ because of it’s high-quality and sensitive approach to development, working with stakeholders and local communities. Newlands is set to rejuvenate over 400 hectares of the region’s damaged land, boosting economic and social conditions across Merseyside and Greater Manchester.

The Merseyside Waste Disposal Authority-owned site is located close to the centre of Birkenhead and the ‘NewHeartlands’ Housing Market Renewal Initiative.  It is also visible from the M53 east-bound motorway and the mainline train route to Liverpool.  The site was landfilled from 1963 to the 1990s, since when steps have been taken to improve environmental conditions by Merseyside Waste Disposal Authority (MWDA) in partnership with Groundwork Wirral.  Now the long-held local aspiration to turn this area into a quality recreation area for public use has been realised.

Newlands at Bidston Moss will allow the land regeneration works to continue, delivering a much needed contribution to inner Wirral’s social, economic and environment needs.  The quality place created will also enhance the gateway to Liverpool – European Capital of Culture 2008 and provide one of Mersey Waterfront Regional Park’s visitor attractions.  The design and future management of the site will also contribute significantly towards Merseyside’s Biodiversity Action Plan targets. 

- more -

 The community woodlands at Bidston Moss will be managed by the Forestry Commission in partnership with MWDA, Groundwork Wirral, The Mersey Forest and Wirral Council. To support the area’s over arching aims to provide a cohesive and balanced community, additional funding from Biffaward and EU Objective One via The Mersey Forest Trust has been secured for Bidston Moss.
In preparation for today’s announcement, communities surrounding and users of Bidston Moss as well as the neighbouring employment and industrial sites, have been consulted about the improvements they would like to see to the area.

A key development for the site is the extension of the Bidston Moss’ cycling resource, to be a valuable addition to the National Cycle Route Network. Improvements to the on-site cycle tracks will offer greater facilities for mountain bike riders, in the hope that it will help prevent man-made environmental damage to Bidston Moss, and support local health and fitness schemes.

In addition, plans for the site include the cultivation and introduction of more diverse wildlife species, opening-up the woodland’s panoramic views as well as establishing an eye-catching entrance feature - giving visitors to Bidston Moss a dynamic sense of arrival.

Following discussions with MWDA, Association of Wirral Angling Clubs and Wirral Council’s Rangers Services, the exiting three-hectare lake, which is located to the eastern edge of Bidston Moss, is to be restructured. Currently the lake is used for informal fishing and Newlands at Bidston Moss aims to capitalise on the water’s potential by encouraging more marginal vegetation as well as improving wildlife habitats - by formalising fishing pegs, softening the bank’s edges and enhancing the pond dipping access points.

Additionally Newlands at Bidston Moss will make improvements to the popular ‘Stargazer’ eco-statue with the introduction of further artworks around the feature to add drama and impact. 

A large percentage of the NWDA investment will secure a 20-year programme of site management at Bidston Moss, making sure the scheme’s initial benefits will be sustained, and the outcome is a significant step change for the local community. 

- more -

Bidston Moss, as well as several other areas of undervalued land across the region, were carefully chosen following an intensive land survey, which used region-wide aerial photography to highlight the Northwest’s area of derelict, underused and neglected (DUN) land.

Using a Public Benefit Recording System (PBRS), designed to measure the public benefit that can be achieved through regeneration, all the DUN sites identified were assessed according to social, economic and environmental factors. The sites chosen offer the greatest potential for impact with regards to the priorities of the Regional Economic Strategy.

Steven Broomhead, Chief Executive of the Northwest Regional Development Agency (NWDA) said: “Restoring and securing the environmental quality of this location in support of the aims of the Mersey Waterfront Regional Park and European Capital of Culture 2008 strategic investments, as well as ‘NewHeartlands’ are key priorities for the NWDA. Together these will contribute to the significant changes that are revitalising inner Wirral.

“The Forestry Commission’s quality of approach to improving the region’s undervalued land will help to transform the perceptions of such challenging locations and raise values to bring about sustainable economic growth.”

Chairman of the Forestry Commission, Lord Clark, added: “By joining forces with the local community, Newlands will become a prime example of the very best of grass roots regeneration and we are looking forward to this exciting challenge.

“The NWDA has shown real leadership by forging a unique partnership with other government agencies, including funding for the long-term (20-years) management of the sites and using truly cutting edge surveying and analysis techniques to ensure maximum benefit for public money.”

Cllr John Fletcher, Chairman of MWDA, said: “The social and economic benefits of transforming an existing brownfield site into a multi-use, attractive woodland shouldn’t be underestimated. We are delighted that land that was previously landfill can be used for something which the whole community will gain from.”

- ends -

For more information, image and to visit the site, please contact:

Claire Rajah, Faith Ashworth or Rebecca Nicholl at Creative Concern

Tel: 0161 236 0600

Notes to editors:

· Newlands stands for New Economic Environments through Woodlands

· The Newlands long-term investment for Bidston Moss is £2,767,538

· Newlands sites will be transformed into community woodlands through a unique partnership of the NWDA and Forestry Commission as well as a range of delivery partners, which include MWDA, Wirral Borough Council and Groundwork Wirral.

· A brownfield site is any land or premises that has previously been used and is not currently fully in use, although it may be partially occupied or utilised. It may also be vacant, derelict or contaminated. A brownfield site is not necessarily available for immediate use without intervention.

· Community Woodlands are multi-purpose open spaces that can be easily accessed by the local community, and can include a series of small woodlands, footpaths, cycle and bridleways, football pitches, wetland habitats and a wildflower meadow. Each site is designed in partnership with the local community to help improve and enhance the economic, environmental and social value of the local neighbourhood to work towards a sustainable environment for everyone.

· Using aerial photography, the National Land Use Database and/or Unitary Development Plans, the DUN Survey, which formed the basis for the selection of Newlands sites found an astonishing 3,800 DUN sites of more than one hectare across the Northwest and of this amount, 1,600 were highlighted as a brownfield sites.

· The Public Benefit Recording System (PBRS) uses a range of social, economic and environmental factors from proximity to a transport corridor or Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) to a sites location to schools. It has won widespread approval across wider government and has already been used to tackle a number of other regeneration or development challenges.

· The project has been part funded by Biffaward, a multi-million pound environment fund managed by the Royal Society of Wildlife Trusts  (RSWT), which utilises landfill tax credits donated by Biffa Waste Services.  This totalled £116,192.00.  In December 1997 Biffa Waste Services agreed to donate landfill tax credits to the Royal Society of Wildlife Trusts (RSWT) to administer under the fund name Biffaward. Grants made from the fund currently amount to more than £70 million, supporting many worthwhile environmental projects.

· Biffa is a part of Severn Trent Plc and is one of the largest single suppliers of waste management services in the UK. It collects, treats, recovers and disposes of municipal, commercial and industrial waste nationwide and in Belgium.

· NewHeartlands is one of nine Housing Market Renewal Initiative Pathfinders areas within the UK, which will revitalise the housing market across designated areas across Merseyside to ensure a more sustainable balance between housing supply and demand.

More than 122,000 properties in some of Merseyside most disadvantaged communities will benefit from NewHeartlands with 25,000 of these based across Wirral Riverside.

NewHeartlands’ vision for the Birkenhead area, which is located immediately adjacent to the riverfront and the inland docks system is of a high-quality, vibrant, mixed tenure housing market, centred around the revitalised Birkenhead Park and adjacent to the thriving town centre and docklands development.

www.newheartlands.co.uk

· Designed to ‘contribute to bringing the people of Europe together’, the European City of Culture project was launched by the EU’s council of Minister in 1985.

· Liverpool has been chosen to be the European Capital of Culture 2008, and under the central theme of the ‘World in One City’, its objectives are to achieve long-lasting cultural and economic benefits for future generations. Approximately two million extra visitors are expected to visit the area in the run-up and during 2008.  www.liverpool08.com

· Mersey Waterfront Regional Park (MWRP) has been established to create a major international acclaimed attraction with a unique sense of place for people to live, work, invest and visits.

· MWRP brings together the river Mersey, its estuary and parts of the rivers Dee and Ribble as well as the coastal areas of Halton, Liverpool, Sefton and Wirral to enhance the unique features of the areas into a connected and cohesive and whole waterfront.  www.merseywaterfront.com

· Biffaward is a multi-million pound environmental fund managed by the Royal Society of Wildlife Trusts, which uses landfill tax credits donated by Biffa Waste Services.  www.biffaward.org
· The Mersey Forest Trust was set up in 1999 to assist the continued development of England’s largest community woodland, The Mersey Forest.  The Mersey Forest Trusts key areas of work are:

· generating community involvement in the Forest’s work and in their local environment

· purchase areas of land for The Mersey Forest to be turned into community woodlands

· raise funds to help make forest projects a reality

www.merseyforest.org.uk

