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New plans to create £2 million community green space for St Helens

New plans for a two million pound community woodland in St Helens, which would include cycle ways, wildflower meadows and wetland habitats, have been produced by the Forestry Commission and Northwest Regional Development Agency (NWDA). 

The plans to transform 41 hectares of underused land between Lea Green Road and Chester Lane will be discussed at a meeting of the St Helen’s Council planning committee on Tuesday 6th November.  This follows the NWDA’s commitment, made earlier this year of over £2.1 million of regeneration funding to transform the site.  

The proposals for “Brickfields community woodland” reflect a lengthy consultation with local people.  The plans include several walking and cycling trails, bridges, nature areas and an eye catching hill top feature that would become a focal point on the site.

Since the first draft of the designs were discussed with a range of community representatives, several alterations have been made, including the reduction of the access points on the Merseyside Waste Disposal Authority-owned Red Quarry site, which will now only be accessible from two large public entrances on the East and West sides.

If the plans are approved on the 6th, work on the project will commence, with the Forestry Commission and Northwest Regional Development Agency leading a local partnership that includes The Mersey Forest and Merseyside Waste Disposal Authority. 

When complete, Brickfields will be a valuable area of green space for local people and visitors to enjoy.  Its regeneration would also dramatically enhance the local economy; visually enhancing a main rail route between Manchester to Liverpool, supporting the neighbouring Housing Market Renewal Pathfinder scheme and enhancing the adjacent Lea Green Business Park.

As well as funding the transformation of the site, the NWDA investment also includes a 20-year management plan – to ensure that there is a long and successful legacy in the area. 

Said Lee Dudley of the Forestry Commission whose team has been involved with the community consultation for the Brickfields project:

“We have listened hard to the views of local communities around the Brickfields area, and we are now excited about delivering a project that will bring so many benefits to local people and St Helens as a whole.  The Brickfields project has a clear, long-term commitment to the area, and the plans reflect a genuinely sustainable approach to the regeneration of the site.”

The Brickfields Project is part of Newlands, a £59million, NWDA-funded land regeneration scheme which is rejuvenating around 900 hectares of the region’s brownfield land to encourage economic growth while creating new opportunities for leisure and recreation.  

Newlands, which stands for New Economic Environments Through Woodlands, is a partnership scheme involving the NWDA and the Forestry Commission and is one of the largest green regeneration projects in Britain.

The Brickfields project has also been funded by Biffaward, a multi-million pound environment fund managed by the Royal Society of Wildlife Trusts  (RSWT), which utilises landfill tax credits donated by Biffa Waste Services.
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Notes

The Newlands long-term investment for Brickfields is £2,136,104.

£302,976 has been awarded to the project through the Integrated Countryside and Environment Plan, which is an Objective One Project part funded by the European Union. The Mersey Forest is working to deliver ICEP through Community Forestry
Brickfields will be transformed into a community woodland through a unique partnership of the NWDA and Forestry Commission as well as a range of delivery partners, Community Forests Northwest; Merseyside Waste Disposal Authority, Cory Environmental, St Helens Council; Ibstock; NGF Europe and Biffaward.

A brownfield site is any land or premises that has previously been used and is not currently fully in use, although it may be partially occupied or utilised. It may also be vacant, derelict or contaminated. A brownfield site is not necessarily available for immediate use without intervention.

Community Woodlands are multi-purpose open spaces that can be easily accessed by the local community, and can include a series of small woodlands, footpaths, cycle and bridleways, football pitches, wetland habitats and a wildflower meadow. Each site is designed in partnership with the local community to help improve and enhance the economic, environmental and social value of the local neighbourhood to work towards a sustainable environment for everyone.

Using aerial photography, the National Land Use Database and/or Unitary Development Plans, the DUN Survey, which formed the basis for the selection of Newlands sites, found an astonishing 3,800 DUN sites of more than one hectare across the Northwest. Of this amount, 1,600 were highlighted as a brownfield sites.

Woodland cover across the Northwest currently stands at just 6.5% compared with the national average of 8% and a European average of 33%.

The project has been part funded by Biffaward, a multi-million pound environment fund managed by the Royal Society of Wildlife Trusts  (RSWT), which utilises landfill tax credits donated by Biffa Waste Services.  In December 1997 Biffa Waste Services agreed to donate landfill tax credits to the Royal Society of Wildlife Trusts (RSWT) to administer under the fund name Biffaward. Grants made from the fund currently amount to more than £80 million, supporting many worthwhile environmental projects.

